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Securities and Exchange Commission § 240.12b–2

section 12(a) of the Act (15 U.S.C. 
78l(a)). 

[62 FR 39766, July 24, 1997]

REGULATION 12B: REGISTRATION AND 
REPORTING

SOURCE: Sections 240.12b–1 to 240.12b–36 ap-
pear at 13 FR 9321, Dec. 31, 1948, unless other-
wise noted.

ATTENTION ELECTRONIC FILERS

THIS REGULATION SHOULD BE READ IN 
CONJUNCTION WITH REGULATION S–T 
(PART 232 OF THIS CHAPTER), WHICH 
GOVERNS THE PREPARATION AND SUB-
MISSION OF DOCUMENTS IN ELECTRONIC 
FORMAT. MANY PROVISIONS RELATING 
TO THE PREPARATION AND SUBMISSION 
OF DOCUMENTS IN PAPER FORMAT CON-
TAINED IN THIS REGULATION ARE SU-
PERSEDED BY THE PROVISIONS OF REG-
ULATION S–T FOR DOCUMENTS RE-
QUIRED TO BE FILED IN ELECTRONIC 
FORMAT.

GENERAL

§ 240.12b–1 Scope of regulation. 

The rules contained in this regula-
tion shall govern all registration state-
ments pursuant to sections 12(b) and 
12(g) of the Act and all reports filed 
pursuant to sections 13 and 15(d) of the 
Act, including all amendments to such 
statements and reports, except that 
any provision in a form covering the 
same subject matter as any such rule 
shall be controlling. 

[47 FR 11464, Mar. 16, 1982]

§ 240.12b–2 Definitions. 

Unless the context otherwise re-
quires, the following terms, when used 
in the rules contained in this regula-
tion or in Regulation 13A or 15D or in 
the forms for statements and reports 
filed pursuant to sections 12, 13 or 15(d) 
of the act, shall have the respective 
meanings indicated in this rule: 

Affiliate. An ‘‘affiliate’’ of, or a per-
son ‘‘affiliated’’ with, a specified per-
son, is a person that directly, or indi-
rectly through one or more inter-
mediaries, controls, or is controlled by, 
or is under common control with, the 
person specified. 

Amount. The term ‘‘amount,’’ when 
used in regard to securities, means the 
principal amount if relating to evi-
dences of indebtedness, the number of 
shares if relating to shares, and the 
number of units if relating to any 
other kind of security. 

Associate. The term ‘‘associate’’ used 
to indicate a relationship with any per-
son, means (1) any corporation or orga-
nization (other than the registrant or a 
majority-owned subsidiary of the reg-
istrant) of which such person is an offi-
cer or partner or is, directly or indi-
rectly, the beneficial owner of 10 per-
cent or more of any class of equity se-
curities, (2) any trust or other estate in 
which such person has a substantial 
beneficial interest or as to which such 
person serves as trustee or in a similar 
fiduciary capacity, and (3) any relative 
or spouse of such person, or any rel-
ative of such spouse, who has the same 
home as such person or who is a direc-
tor or officer of the registrant or any of 
its parents or subsidiaries. 

Certified. The term ‘‘certified,’’ when 
used in regard to financial statements, 
means examined and reported upon 
with an opinion expressed by an inde-
pendent public or certified public ac-
countant. 

Charter. The term ‘‘charter’’ includes 
articles of incorporation, declarations 
of trust, articles of association or part-
nership, or any similar instrument, as 
amended, effecting (either with or 
without filing with any governmental 
agency) the organization or creation of 
an incorporated or unincorporated per-
son. 

Common equity. The term ‘‘common 
equity’’ means any class of common 
stock or an equivalent interest, includ-
ing but not limited to a unit of bene-
ficial interest in a trust or a limited 
partnership interest. 

Control. The term ‘‘control’’ (includ-
ing the terms ‘‘controlling,’’ ‘‘con-
trolled by’’ and ‘‘under common con-
trol with’’) means the possession, di-
rect or indirect, of the power to direct 
or cause the direction of the manage-
ment and policies of a person, whether 
through the ownership of voting securi-
ties, by contract, or otherwise. 
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